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Key events 

✓ An individual adherent to Incel ideology murders five people in the United Kingdom.  

✓ The leader of the Proud Boys is sentenced to prison. 

✓ Increase in violence between the extreme right and left-wing groups in the United 

States.  

✓ Arrest and subsequent release of the neo-Nazi who attacked left-wing party Podemos 

facilities in Cartagena. 

 

Introduction 

In August, there were seven events, of which three were violent, with the murder of five 

people by an individual adhering to the Incel ideology being the most relevant. Likewise, the 

arrest of the neo-Nazi who attacked the Podemos offices in Cartagena earlier this year Is 

reported.  Moreover, this month was also marked by accusations against four neo-Nazis who 
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were planning a terrorist attack on the U.S. energy grid, highlighting the degree of 

organization of the group. Finally, two sentences were handed down to leaders of extremist 

groups in the United States. Additionally, an increase in attacks on the LGBT community is 

reported, mainly due to Pride celebrations in different countries. 

 

 

 

In the ideological sense, neo-Nazism remains the most prevalent: four of the seven events 

this month follow this ideology. Neo-Nazism has been present this year, being the most 

relevant for quantifying the far-right phenomenon.  
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Europe  

 

In Europe, three incidents are reported, two of which are violent. The first occurs in Spain, 

with the arrest and subsequent release of the 20-year-old neo-Nazi who attacked with an 

incendiary device the headquarters of the Podemos party in Cartagena in April of this year. 

During the arrest, an officer was injured, and several weapons, including a dagger with Nazi 

symbology and extremist material, were confiscated.  

 

The perpetrator was charged with several offenses among them: arson; crimes against 

fundamental rights and public freedoms and an attack on law enforcement officers. However, 

the main feature of this event is not the arrest itself but the provisional release of the detainee 

despite the evidence found in the arrest. The reasons behind this ruling were not presented.  

This event highlights the importance of taking punitive measures towards individuals who 

commit extremist and violent acts. It is argued that the failure to do so creates a sense of 

impunity for extremists that encourages them to continue their activity. As an example, the 

case of the United States is used, during the Trump administration, there was no major 

retaliation to violent acts by extreme right-wing groups and individuals, which has been 

argued to be one of the primary motivators for his supporters who took part in the January 6 

insurrection. Therefore, it is of utmost importance that the judicial forces take appropriate 

measures in such situations.  

 

At the European level, the main event occurred in the United Kingdom, in Plymouth, when 

a 22-year-old Incel adherent individual murdered five people, including a three-year-old girl. 

Subsequent to the murders, the perpetrator committed suicide. The event has not been 

labelled as terrorism since it is argued that the individual knew one of the victims (his 

mother), and of the five murdered, two were men; however, the investigation is still ongoing, 

and it is presumed that the motivations behind the murders were incited by such ideology. 

This is the second incident this year adherent to this ideology; the first event occurred in 

March.  

 

https://www.eldiario.es/murcia/politica/detenido-joven-estetica-neonazi-ataque-sede-cartagena-coctel-molotov_1_8200644.html
https://www.publico.es/politica/justicia-deja-libertad-provisional-al-joven-neonazi-ataco-sede-cartagena.html?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=web
https://elpais.com/espana/2021-04-02/podemos-denuncia-un-ataque-de-la-ultraderecha-a-su-sede-en-cartagena.html
https://www.eldiario.es/murcia/politica/detenido-joven-estetica-neonazi-ataque-sede-cartagena-coctel-molotov_1_8200644.html
https://observatorioterrorismo.com/actividades/movimiento-incel-una-nueva-forma-de-terrorismo/
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-devon-58197414
https://observatorioterrorismo.com/analisis/observatorio-de-violencia-y-terrorismo-de-extrema-derecha-marzo-2021/
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Two elements stand out from this event: the first is that the individual had a license to carry 

weapons, which had been removed and then reinstated after the individual agreed to take an 

anger management course; the second element is the process of radicalization of the 

perpetrator, which seems to have been very evident given that in several videos he exposed 

his ideology and justification for sexual violence. It is relevant to highlight the importance of 

further screening individuals with extremist tendencies to carry weapons.  

 

Finally, the third incident this month in Europe occurred in Odesa, Ukraine, when there was 

a clash between police and the neo-Nazi group Tradition and Order during the celebration of 

the LGBT pride parade. Following the conflict, 51 people were arrested, including the leader 

of the group. As a result, 29 officers were injured, mainly by the gases used by the extremist 

group. A similar incident occurred last year, so the extremist alert towards LGBT people in 

Ukraine is high. 

 

North America 

 

In August, four incidents are reported in North America, all in the United States: one of them 

being violent.  The first one being the accusation of four neo-Nazis were indicted on 

conspiracy charges for planning a terrorist attack on an electricity grid power plant. Again, a 

characteristic element of the detainees is their average age, which is 26 years. Additionally, 

two of the individuals were members of the military, specifically the Marine Corps. 

Moreover, three of the group members had prior records of being previously charged with 

conspiracy to manufacture, transport, and sell firearms and hard-to-obtain parts. The 

investigation found that one of the detainees stole military equipment as part of the plan. The 

high degree of preparation for the attack was exposed, highlighting: the prior research; the 

consideration of bomb-making and, paramilitary training. The group began when two 

individuals met on the neo-Nazi online forum Iron March where they recruited the other two 

members. One of the group's aims was to become a paramilitary group, calling themselves a 

modern-day version of the SS.  

 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/aug/15/extreme-misogyny-ideaology-plymouth-killer-terrorist?utm_term=Autofeed&CMP=twt_gu&utm_medium&utm_source=Twitter#Echobox=1629013165
https://www.indy100.com/news/plymouth-shooting-jake-davison-youtube-removed-b1902162
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-pride-lgbt-odesa-/31432989.html
https://www.pinknews.co.uk/2020/09/01/ukraine-far-right-neo-nazi-odessa-pride-eggs-pepper-spray-traditions-and-order/
https://www.newsweek.com/four-members-neo-nazi-forum-charged-conspiracy-damage-power-grid-1621719
https://www.justice.gov/usao-ednc/pr/group-ties-racially-motivated-violent-extremists-including-two-former-marines-facing
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The presence of Marines in the group stands out; however, a report by the National 

Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism states that the Marines 

are the second largest group of radicalized individuals in the U.S. military, the first being the 

Army. In addition, the Marines have reported that in the last three years, there have been 16 

cases of extremism in their ranks, and at least seven former Marines have been openly 

identified for their linkage with neo-Nazi groups.  

 

These types of events present a change in the trends, as previously there was no degree of 

group organization and the tendency was for individuals to act autonomously. However, this 

year there have been reports of consolidated groups planning terrorist attacks against very 

specific targets and with a very high degree of sophistication in their chain of command and 

operations. This change in trends increases the risk posed by the extreme right, a central 

characteristic being the means by which these individuals obtain the weapons to carry out an 

attack and, particularly the fact that a high number of these individuals previously belonged 

or were active members of a country's armed forces. This last element, however, explains the 

changes in the trend, as individuals with tactical knowledge create groups with a chain of 

command and a high level of organization. 

 

Followingly, in another order of events but following the neo-Nazi line, the 25-year-old 

leader of the Atomwaffen Division group was sentenced to 3 years in prison for: threatening 

journalists and activists; hate crimes, and federal conspiracy. The neo-Nazi and three other 

conspirators were charged with conspiring through an encrypted online chat group to identify 

journalists and activists, particularly Jewish or people of colour. 

 

The second and most relevant incident occurred when a confrontation between the Proud 

Boys movement members and anti-fascists in Portland, Oregon. It is noteworthy that there 

were no police intervention during this event. Before the confrontations, in the vicinity of the 

event, there were speeches by the groups; one stands out in which they call the detainees of 

the insurrection as political prisoners.  

 

https://www.start.umd.edu/publication/extremism-ranks-and-after
https://www.npr.org/2021/04/07/984700148/the-military-confronts-extremism-one-conversation-at-a-time?t=1631611644755
https://www.vice.com/en/article/3aqwq5/marines-neo-nazis-military
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/leader-atomwaffen-conspiracy-sentenced-three-years-prison-threatening-journalists-and
https://twitter.com/PDXzane/status/1429583652090880002?s=20
https://www.opb.org/article/2021/08/22/far-right-activists-counterprotesters-gather-in-portland/
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The main confrontation occurred when the extreme right-wing groups gathered in an event 

called "Summer of Love"; at the end of the conflict, there was a shooting between the groups, 

although there is no exact count of how many people were injured, a journalist was wounded.  

As a result of these clashes, the 65-year-old Proud Boys individual who fired a gun was 

arrested. The use of firearms in clashes between far-right and anti-fascist groups has become 

a trend this year, and presents a security risk. 

 

Moreover, regarding the Proud Boys, this month, its leader was sentenced to six months in 

prison for burning a flag of the Black Lives Matter movement and for gun-related crimes. 

Enrique Tarrio, aged 37, pleaded guilty to the destruction of property and attempted 

possession of high-calibre weapons. Tarrio was arrested in January, which explains why he 

did not participate in the January 6 insurrection. Tarrio became a national leader in 2018. 

 

Who are the Proud Boys? 

 

The Proud Boys are a group founded in 2016 by Gavin McInnes. This group is characterized 

by its anti-immigrant, sexist, Islamophobic, and chauvinist stance; it also has a history of 

street violence against leftist groups. The group stands out for its active participation in 

extreme right-wing events in the United States, most of them ending in violent 

confrontations.  Notably, the group has been labelled a terrorist in Canada and banned on all 

mainstream social networks.  

 

The group rose to fame when President Trump told them to "stand back and stand by” during 

the presidential debates. The main characteristic of this group is that they determine 

themselves as Western chauvinists and reject that their focus is on race, as well as that they 

are related to white supremacists; in principle, they argue that any Western man could be part 

of the group; however, this last element is questionable, particularly given the presence of 

their members in supremacist and neo-Nazi events.  

 

Three central ideological elements characterize this group. The first and most important is 

the belief that Western values and culture are endangered and under siege; this view has 

https://www.vice.com/en/article/5dbaxq/proud-boys-rally-gunfire-violence-antifa
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-58312254
https://www.wsj.com/articles/who-are-proud-boys-11601485755
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/proud-boys-stand-back-and-stand-by-trump-refuses-to-condemn-white-supremacists/
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elements in common with the extremist conspiracy theory of white genocide, so they are 

highly anti-immigration; they also believe Western culture is superior to others. The second 

central element in their ideology is their hatred of the political left, one of the main motives 

for violence. Finally, the last element is the sexism; the Proud Boys are a group that only 

admits men -heterosexual and western- and has an anti-feminist and anti-LGBT vision; 

however, in their guidelines, they state that any man can enter; however, evidence shows that 

this can be misleading.  

 

It is important to note that the members of this group have faced several setbacks this year, 

among them: the arrests and accusations for some members for their role in the January 6 

insurrection; the internal struggles among their ranks; the imprisonment of their leader and; 

the defeat of President Donald Trump, who has openly shown his support for them. However, 

this has not prevented them from mobilizing and organizing, which shows that they are a 

group with established hierarchies and lines for this type of situation. Furthermore, as a 

consequence of the previously exposed events, several of the members moved to more 

extremist groups, among them white supremacists. 
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 Date Place Ideology  Type of 

incident  

Objectiv

e  

Details Link 

1 6  Cartagen

a, Spain 

Neo-

Nazi 

Detentio

n 

Left-

wing 

political 

party  

Young 

Neo-

Nazi is 

arrested 

and later 

released 

for 

https://w

ww.abc.e

s/espana/

abci-

detenido-

joven-

neonazi-

https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-files/group/proud-boys
https://www.splcenter.org/hatewatch/2021/08/25/proud-boys-are-still-violent-despite-legal-woes#.YSa6NeE1xzY.twitter
https://www.abc.es/espana/abci-detenido-joven-neonazi-ataque-coctel-molotov-sede-podemos-cartagena-202108061312_noticia.html
https://www.abc.es/espana/abci-detenido-joven-neonazi-ataque-coctel-molotov-sede-podemos-cartagena-202108061312_noticia.html
https://www.abc.es/espana/abci-detenido-joven-neonazi-ataque-coctel-molotov-sede-podemos-cartagena-202108061312_noticia.html
https://www.abc.es/espana/abci-detenido-joven-neonazi-ataque-coctel-molotov-sede-podemos-cartagena-202108061312_noticia.html
https://www.abc.es/espana/abci-detenido-joven-neonazi-ataque-coctel-molotov-sede-podemos-cartagena-202108061312_noticia.html
https://www.abc.es/espana/abci-detenido-joven-neonazi-ataque-coctel-molotov-sede-podemos-cartagena-202108061312_noticia.html
https://www.abc.es/espana/abci-detenido-joven-neonazi-ataque-coctel-molotov-sede-podemos-cartagena-202108061312_noticia.html
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attacking 
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party.  

ataque-

coctel-

molotov-

sede-

podemos
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cartagena

-

2021080

61312_n

oticia.ht

ml 

2 16 Portland, 

Oregon, 

Spain 

Chauvini

sm 

Violent 

clashes 

 Clashes 

between 

anti-

fascist 

groups 

and 

Proud 

Boys 

https://w

ww.vice.

com/en/a

rticle/5db

axq/prou

d-boys-

rally-

gunfire-

violence-

antifa 

3 13 Plymout

h, United 

Kingdom 

Incel Murder Women  Young 

man 

murders 

five 

people 

and then 

commits 

https://w

ww.bbc.c

om/news

/uk-

england-

devon-

5819741

https://www.abc.es/espana/abci-detenido-joven-neonazi-ataque-coctel-molotov-sede-podemos-cartagena-202108061312_noticia.html
https://www.abc.es/espana/abci-detenido-joven-neonazi-ataque-coctel-molotov-sede-podemos-cartagena-202108061312_noticia.html
https://www.abc.es/espana/abci-detenido-joven-neonazi-ataque-coctel-molotov-sede-podemos-cartagena-202108061312_noticia.html
https://www.abc.es/espana/abci-detenido-joven-neonazi-ataque-coctel-molotov-sede-podemos-cartagena-202108061312_noticia.html
https://www.abc.es/espana/abci-detenido-joven-neonazi-ataque-coctel-molotov-sede-podemos-cartagena-202108061312_noticia.html
https://www.abc.es/espana/abci-detenido-joven-neonazi-ataque-coctel-molotov-sede-podemos-cartagena-202108061312_noticia.html
https://www.abc.es/espana/abci-detenido-joven-neonazi-ataque-coctel-molotov-sede-podemos-cartagena-202108061312_noticia.html
https://www.abc.es/espana/abci-detenido-joven-neonazi-ataque-coctel-molotov-sede-podemos-cartagena-202108061312_noticia.html
https://www.abc.es/espana/abci-detenido-joven-neonazi-ataque-coctel-molotov-sede-podemos-cartagena-202108061312_noticia.html
https://www.abc.es/espana/abci-detenido-joven-neonazi-ataque-coctel-molotov-sede-podemos-cartagena-202108061312_noticia.html
https://www.abc.es/espana/abci-detenido-joven-neonazi-ataque-coctel-molotov-sede-podemos-cartagena-202108061312_noticia.html
https://www.abc.es/espana/abci-detenido-joven-neonazi-ataque-coctel-molotov-sede-podemos-cartagena-202108061312_noticia.html
https://www.vice.com/en/article/5dbaxq/proud-boys-rally-gunfire-violence-antifa
https://www.vice.com/en/article/5dbaxq/proud-boys-rally-gunfire-violence-antifa
https://www.vice.com/en/article/5dbaxq/proud-boys-rally-gunfire-violence-antifa
https://www.vice.com/en/article/5dbaxq/proud-boys-rally-gunfire-violence-antifa
https://www.vice.com/en/article/5dbaxq/proud-boys-rally-gunfire-violence-antifa
https://www.vice.com/en/article/5dbaxq/proud-boys-rally-gunfire-violence-antifa
https://www.vice.com/en/article/5dbaxq/proud-boys-rally-gunfire-violence-antifa
https://www.vice.com/en/article/5dbaxq/proud-boys-rally-gunfire-violence-antifa
https://www.vice.com/en/article/5dbaxq/proud-boys-rally-gunfire-violence-antifa
https://www.vice.com/en/article/5dbaxq/proud-boys-rally-gunfire-violence-antifa
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-devon-58197414
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-devon-58197414
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-devon-58197414
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-devon-58197414
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-devon-58197414
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-devon-58197414
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-devon-58197414
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https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-devon-58197414
https://www.justice.gov/usao-ednc/pr/group-ties-racially-motivated-violent-extremists-including-two-former-marines-facing
https://www.justice.gov/usao-ednc/pr/group-ties-racially-motivated-violent-extremists-including-two-former-marines-facing
https://www.justice.gov/usao-ednc/pr/group-ties-racially-motivated-violent-extremists-including-two-former-marines-facing
https://www.justice.gov/usao-ednc/pr/group-ties-racially-motivated-violent-extremists-including-two-former-marines-facing
https://www.justice.gov/usao-ednc/pr/group-ties-racially-motivated-violent-extremists-including-two-former-marines-facing
https://www.justice.gov/usao-ednc/pr/group-ties-racially-motivated-violent-extremists-including-two-former-marines-facing
https://www.justice.gov/usao-ednc/pr/group-ties-racially-motivated-violent-extremists-including-two-former-marines-facing
https://www.justice.gov/usao-ednc/pr/group-ties-racially-motivated-violent-extremists-including-two-former-marines-facing
https://www.justice.gov/usao-ednc/pr/group-ties-racially-motivated-violent-extremists-including-two-former-marines-facing
https://www.justice.gov/usao-ednc/pr/group-ties-racially-motivated-violent-extremists-including-two-former-marines-facing
https://www.justice.gov/usao-ednc/pr/group-ties-racially-motivated-violent-extremists-including-two-former-marines-facing
https://www.justice.gov/usao-ednc/pr/group-ties-racially-motivated-violent-extremists-including-two-former-marines-facing
https://www.justice.gov/usao-ednc/pr/group-ties-racially-motivated-violent-extremists-including-two-former-marines-facing
https://www.justice.gov/usao-ednc/pr/group-ties-racially-motivated-violent-extremists-including-two-former-marines-facing
https://www.justice.gov/usao-ednc/pr/group-ties-racially-motivated-violent-extremists-including-two-former-marines-facing
https://www.justice.gov/usao-ednc/pr/group-ties-racially-motivated-violent-extremists-including-two-former-marines-facing
https://www.justice.gov/usao-ednc/pr/group-ties-racially-motivated-violent-extremists-including-two-former-marines-facing
https://www.justice.gov/usao-ednc/pr/group-ties-racially-motivated-violent-extremists-including-two-former-marines-facing
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https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/leader-atomwaffen-conspiracy-sentenced-three-years-prison-threatening-journalists-and
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/leader-atomwaffen-conspiracy-sentenced-three-years-prison-threatening-journalists-and
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/leader-atomwaffen-conspiracy-sentenced-three-years-prison-threatening-journalists-and
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/leader-atomwaffen-conspiracy-sentenced-three-years-prison-threatening-journalists-and
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/leader-atomwaffen-conspiracy-sentenced-three-years-prison-threatening-journalists-and
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/leader-atomwaffen-conspiracy-sentenced-three-years-prison-threatening-journalists-and
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/leader-atomwaffen-conspiracy-sentenced-three-years-prison-threatening-journalists-and
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/leader-atomwaffen-conspiracy-sentenced-three-years-prison-threatening-journalists-and
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/leader-atomwaffen-conspiracy-sentenced-three-years-prison-threatening-journalists-and
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/leader-atomwaffen-conspiracy-sentenced-three-years-prison-threatening-journalists-and
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/leader-atomwaffen-conspiracy-sentenced-three-years-prison-threatening-journalists-and
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/leader-atomwaffen-conspiracy-sentenced-three-years-prison-threatening-journalists-and
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/leader-atomwaffen-conspiracy-sentenced-three-years-prison-threatening-journalists-and
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/leader-atomwaffen-conspiracy-sentenced-three-years-prison-threatening-journalists-and
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/leader-atomwaffen-conspiracy-sentenced-three-years-prison-threatening-journalists-and
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/leader-atomwaffen-conspiracy-sentenced-three-years-prison-threatening-journalists-and
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/leader-atomwaffen-conspiracy-sentenced-three-years-prison-threatening-journalists-and
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https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-58312254
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-58312254
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-58312254
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-58312254
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-58312254
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-58312254
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-58312254
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-58312254
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-pride-lgbt-odesa-/31432989.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-pride-lgbt-odesa-/31432989.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-pride-lgbt-odesa-/31432989.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-pride-lgbt-odesa-/31432989.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-pride-lgbt-odesa-/31432989.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-pride-lgbt-odesa-/31432989.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-pride-lgbt-odesa-/31432989.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-pride-lgbt-odesa-/31432989.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-pride-lgbt-odesa-/31432989.html

